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The apfear ance Was, as it were a 7 
In the middle of a tobe. 
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. 2% HA T E V 1 R may lt PO pri- : 
ha W + F mary meaning of this myſterious _ 
£7 ves ih paſſage of Scripture, many ſeri- 
_ $+++4$ ous Chriſtians in all ages have 


applied it in a ſecondary ſenſe, to the manner 


_ wherein the adorable Providence of God uſu- 


ally works in governing the world. They 
have judged this expreſſion manifeſtly to al- 


lude to the complicated wheels of his Provi= 


dence, adapting. one event to another, and 
working one thing by means of another. In 
the whole proceſs of this, there is an endleſs 
variety of wheels within wheels. But they 
are frequently ſo diſpoſed and complicated, 
that we cannot underſtand. them at firſt-ſight. 
Nay, we can ſeldom fully comprehend thems | 
till 5 are explained by the Event. 
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2. Perhaps no, Age ever. afforded a more 


 Ariking: inſtance of this kind than the preſent 
Joes, in the Diſpenſations of Divine Provi- 


dence, with reſpect to our Colonies in North=- 


America. In order to ſee this clearly, let us 


endeavour, according to the meaſure of our. 
weak s, 


Fiſt, To trace each wheel apart: And, 


/ To Soner bor, as ane. relate . 
and anſwer each other. „ 


tx: And firſt, We are to trace each Whed 
apart, 23 


$7 £ „ 4 * 8 * 


IE is wk no means m u dee to ive a 1a 


. cylar detail of the late tranſactions in America; | 
| but barely to give a ſimple and naked dedue⸗ : 


tion of a few well-Enown A, 
* * 


chat it is difficult, if not impoſſible; to treat it 
in ſuch a manner as not to offend any; par- 
ticularly thoſe who- are warmly attached to 
either party, But I'- would not willingly of- 
fend; and ſhall therefore ſtudiouſly avoid all 
keen and reproachful language, and ufe the 


bofteſt terms I can, nne either ALE | 
| 6 . Track n 
0 iT £ 1. In 


Mano, This is a very delicate te leg; 40d : 
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. 0 1 ) 
r. In the year 1736, it pleaſed Gold, to her 


ii a work of grace in the newly planted 


Colony of Grorgia; then the Southernmoſt of 
our Settlements on the Continent of America. 
To thoſe Engliſ̃ʒ who had ſettled there the 


f Wear before, were then added a body of Mora- 


vians, ſo called: And a larger body, who had 
been expelled from Germany by the Archibiſhop 
of Saltzburg. Theſe were men truly fearing 


God and working righteouſneſs. | At the ſame. 


time there began an awakening among the 


5 Engliſh, both at Savannah and Frederica : Many 


enquiring, “What they muſt do to be ſaved?” 
un bringing forth fruits meet Jo N 9 I 


Ge a7 


2. In the ſame year there broke out a won: 


4 derful work of God, in ſeveral parts of Neo- 
England, It -began i in Northampton, and in a 
little time appeared in the adjoining towns. 


A particular and beautiful account of this was 
publiſhed by Mr. Edivards, Miniſter of Nor- 


thampton. Many fioners were deeply convinced 
of fin, and many truly converted to God. - 


ſuppoſe, there had been no inſtance in America, 


of lo fwife and deep a work of Grace, for an 


hundred years before: Nay, nor e mes 
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the South, At the ſame time it en by 
Now degrees from Georgia towards the North. 
"Ib a few ſouls it deepened likewiſe : ; and ſome 
of. them witneſted a good WO both. in | 
fie and i in death. . N 


. In te year 1738, r. e, came 


c ver to Georgia, . with 2. deſign to aſſiſt me 8 


r either to the Engli/h or the Indians. 
But as I was embarked for England. before he 
arrived, pl preached to the Engliſh altogether, 
firſt ; in. Georgia, to which his chief ſervice was 
Our, then in Su and North Carolina, and af- 
terwards in the intermediate Provinces, till 
he came to Neo- England. And all men owned 
that God was with him, he reſoever he went; 
Siving a General Call, to high and low, rich 
and poor, to-** repent and believe the Goſpel.” 

Many were not diſobedient to the heavenly | 
calling; they did repent and believe the Goſ- 
; And by his Miniftry a line of Communi- 
cation was ee n from jack, rah to New- 

r | | 


— 


. 5. Within a 1 years he made feverat 1 more 


voyages to America, and took ſeveral more Jour- 
neys thro” the Provinces. And in every jour- 


ney he found freſh reaſon to bleſs God, who 


Atill proſpered the work of his hands; there 
being m more and more in Ao the Provinces, who 


7; i 22 : wo 1 found 


n 
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0 7 * 
found his word tobe th pn of Gl anna 


vation. „ 5 


n b journey, 1 1 V0 
| knowledged to ſome of his friends, that he 
had much ſorrow: and heavineſs in his heart, 15 


on account of multitudes who for a time ran 


well, but afterwards drew bach unto perdition. 
Indeed in a few.years, the far greater part of 


, thoſe who had once received the word with joy, 


yea, had eſcaped the corruption that i is in the world, 
were intangled again and overcome. Some were 
like thoſe who received the ſeed on Atom ground, 

which in time of temptation withered away. Others 


were like thoſe who received it among thorns : 
: - the thorns ſoon ſprang up and choaked it. Inſo- 


much that he found exceeding few, who Brought 
forth fruit to perfection. A vaſt majority had 
entirely turned back- from the holy ib : 
ones delivered to them. — 


75 Aw "hier ef For * Was a true 5 
e which was common in the antient 
Church, The Soul and the Body make a 
Man, and the Spirit and Diſcipline make a 
Chriſtian.” But thoſe who were more or leſs 
affected by Mr. /Ybitefield's Preaching, had 
no Diſcipline at all. They had no Shadow of 


' Diſcipline ; nothing of the kind. They were 
formed into no Societies. They had ns 


re | 3 5 wks Chriſ- 3 
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80 that if any fell into lukewarmneſs, or even 


into ſin, he had none to lift him up: He mighe 
fall lower and lower; yea into > hell, if * | 


would; or” who regarded it! 1 8 5 


I the fate of Religion in moſt of the Colonies, 
And earneſtly intreating, that ſome of our 
' Preachers would came .over and help them. It 


were fallen: Nay, and that they would ſee 


had er in are or r Heland. 


hams x : 
BET, 9 a way — 


9. This was "conſidered at. "large: 8 55 
ly Conference, at Briſtol, in the year 176. 
And two of our Preachers willingly offered 


— 


In London, they. chearfylly * wert over. They ; 
| laboured firſt in Philadelphia and Neo Vork: 
Afterwards in many other places. Ani every 
2A Where Go Was e with them, and 
1 3 9 8 5 * 


. 0 
” - * 
— 


 Ebviſtian connexion with each other, not * 
. | ever taught to watch over each others“ ſouls. 


3 8 EY Things were. in chic as 8 2 
| Hanan Years ago, J received ſeveral Letters 
from America, giving a melancholy. account of 


KS . was believed, they. might confirm many that 
bs were weak or wavering,. and lift up many that 


more fruit of theif labours in America, an * 5 


8 chemſelves, viz. Richard Boardman and Foſeph 
| Pillmoor. They were men well reported off 
dy all, and (we believed) fully qualified for 
the work. Accordingly, after a few days ſpent 5 
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gave 5 * to ſee RE -fruit.of their labour. . 


What was wanting before, was now ſupplied: 
N Thoſe who were deſirous to ſave their fouls, 
were no longer a rope of ſand, but clave to 


one another, and began to watch over each 
other in love, Societies were formed, and 


Chriſtian Diſcipline introduced j in all its bran- 
ches. Within a few years after, ſeveral mare 

.of the Preachers were willing to go and aſſiſt 
them. And. God raiſed up many natives of 


the country, who were glad to act in connexi- 


on with them: till there were two and twenty 


Travelling Preachers in America, who kept 


? halen circuits as "ogg 1 1 as e in e 


1 Rs. 5 in . ange, Mary lands 


Virgina, Penſylvania, and the Ferſe 555 45 ſunk 


abundantly deeper than ever it had done be- 
fore. So that at the beginning of the late 
troubles, there were. three thouſand: ſouls con- 
nected together in religious Societies: And a 


great number of theſe witneſſed, · that the Son | 


— 
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11. But now it was, that a hos 1 in 
the way, a grand hindrance to the progreſs of 
8 Religion. The immenſe. Trade of America, 
enter in proportion than even that of the Mo- 
. HOY Pronght in an immenſe law. of 
A: ee 
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4 EY 


55 5 10 5 


a mall: Which was alſo Stats WS. 
ing. Hence both Merchants and Tradeſmen 8 


of various kinds, accumulated money without 


end; and roſe from indigence to opulent for- 


1 treaſures were heaped up as the ſand of the ſea. 
: And hence naturally aroſe unbounded Plenty, 


of all the Neceſſarbes, Conveniencies, . and 


Zuperfluities of Life. ; : 


12. One general anne of a. Was 
Fx: Price. The more Riches they acquired, the 
5 more they were regarded by their neighbours, 

as men of weight and importance. And they 


5 would naturally ſee themſelves, in at leaſt as 


2 a Fair a light as their neighbours ſaw them. And 
N "accordingly, as they roſe in the world, . they ; 
15 roſe in their opinion of themſclyes : "As it is 


e allowed, of 1 N 3 


" L 1 
. ” "Ws 
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"The want of twenty thouſand anti Ki 


* 


beived. Wealth then bringing in more ap- 


* 


| really thought themſelves as much wiſer, 
| BE 5" ey were eas =p than their neighbours. 


2 


— 


tunes, quicker than any could do in Europe. 
Riches poured in upon them as a flood, and 


1 «1 K thoufand? ae terne 75 


80 the ticker they grew, the 1 more een ; 
they gained, and the more applauſe they we- 


hlauſe, of courſe brought in more Pride, till 


IM Anothet | 


— 
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7 vÞ 3. Wice natural conſequence of Wealth- 
- was Luxury, particularly in Food. We are 


| apt to imagine, nothing can exceed the luxu- 
rious living, which now . prevails. in Great 


7 Britain and Ireland. But alas] what is-this to 


that which lately prevailed in Philadelphia and 


other parts of North America? A merchant or 


midling Tradeſman there, kept a table equal 
to that of a Nobleman in England: Entertain- - 
ing his gueſts with ten, twelve, yea ſometimes 
5 twenty diſhes of meat at a meal! And this 


was ſo far from being blamed by any one, that 


*. * eg 2 en ee * Oe? 


a wr is not 2 naturally joined with 


| W of bread? Does not Sloth eaſily ſpring 


from Luxury ? fe "did fo here in an eminent 


degree; ſuch Sloth as is ſcarce named in Eng- 


land... Perſons in the bloom of youth, and in 
5 perfect health, could hardly Bear to put on. 


their own cloaths. The Slave muſt be called 


to do this, and that, and every thing: It is 


too great labour for the Maſter or Miſtreſs} 
It is a wonder they would be at the pains of 


# * 


5 putting meat into their own mouths | [ Why 
did they not imitate the lordly lubbers in Chi- 


na, Wo” are fed Ty A dave fading? on dach 


ſide & 
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15. Who can mander, * Sloth alone beget 


* Has it not always had this effect? 


Was it not ſaid near two thouſand years ago, 


Ae. A 2b quare 2 t faftus adulter 4 | 


in Frompiu cauſa eſt: asf tefidioſus er at, 1 7 85 


— Sloth and 1 are Joined ge 5 
ther, will they not produce an abundant off- 

_ ſpring? This they certainly have done in 
_ theſe parts. I was ſurprized, a few years ago, 
ata letter I received from Philadelphia, where- 


in were (nearly) theſe worde. 
che Women in | England, (man 


8 mean) do not abound i in Chaſtity, "Bape 25 5 | 
<< the generality. of your Women, if compared 
„ vith ours, might almoſt paſs for Veſtal Vir- 6 


cc gins. Now this complication of Pride, 


Luukury, Sloth, and Wantonneſs, naturally ari- 
fing from vaſt Wealth and Plenty, was the 


grand hindrance to the ſpreading of true A na 
| 985 . che Cities of North America. chi 
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II. Lt us now fe the other Wheel of Dia 4 | 


vine FR mT: ir e 


3 TH may, as, be ſuppoſed, that = 
duc, in Neu) England had from their very 


beginning, an hankering after Independency. 
It could not be expected to be otherwiſe, con- 


ſidering their F amilies, their Education, their 
| * 31 a => | * SP! | Relations 
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| * Fe the 8 a had form- 
ed before they left their native Country. They 
Were farther nclned to it, b. the e ſevere ay | 


"Him. a wu, ict 2 ould meet with the like N 
again, a jealouſy of their Governors, and a de- 
ſire of ſhaking off that Dependence, to which 
they were never thoroughly reconciled, The 
ſame Spirit they communicated to their Chil- 


; dren, from whom it deſeendbed- to the preſent 


Generation. Nor could it be effaced by all the 
Favours and Benefits, which' they continitalty 
 Toevived. from the I Government. 0 


2. "This. Spirit e . . | 
_ in Byſion, as carly as the year 1737. In 
that year, my Brother being detained there 
ſome time, Was greatiy ſurprized to hear al» 
moſt in every company, whether of Miniſters, 
Gentlemen, Merchants, or Common People, 1 
where any thing of the kind was mentioned, 

„ We muſt be independent; ; we will be In- 1 

- dependent : We will bear the Engl, i yoke * 
< Jonger. We will be our own Governors, 
This appeared to be even then the General 


Deſire of the People : : Altho' it is not proba- 


ble, that there was at that time any formed 


Ks. 5 "No; | IM could not de fo vain, as 


- 4 PR 


n 


* j „ think a: were able to mn alone againſt 1 
WES we power of Great Bri tain, | 


i A 33 Ai was tag in the fol- 
| lowing year, obſerved the ſame ſpirit in every 
corner of the town ; Why ſhould theſe Eng- 
W th Blockheads rule over US?” was then the 
common language. And as one encouraged 
another herein, the ſpirit of Independency roſe 
UÞ higher and higher, till it began to ſpread inn; 
to the other Colonies, bordering upon New: XN 
England. Nevertheleſs the fear of their trou- 
 . .bleſome.. Neighbours,, then in poſſeſſion of 
Canada, kept them within bounds, and for a 
time prevented the flame from breaking out. 
But when the Engl; iſh had removed that fear 
from them, when Canada was ceded to the King | 
; 3 of Great Britain: The Defire then ripened —_— 
à formed deſign. _ ; Only © a e & Oppor- 15 
e Was wn $2 


4. * was not 19 * 1 chat DC dy 
appeared. The Stamp-Act was paſſed and 
ſent over to America. The Male- contents ſaw 1 
and preſſed their advantage : ; They repreſented 
it as a common Cauſe; and by proper Emiſ- 
ſaries ſpread their own ſpirit through another - 

1 and another Colony. By inflammatory Papers 
5 every kind, they ſtirred up the minds of the 
: People. They vilifled firſt the Engliſh Miniſ- 
wy, * chem, one and all, as the 
& verieſt 


. 15 „„ | 
7 5 verleſt Wietches alive, von of all Honeſty, 
Honour and Humanity. By the ſame methods 
they next inflamed the People in general a- 
gainſt the Briti/h Parliament, repreſenting 
them as the moſt infamous villains upon earth, 
as a company of baſe, unprincipled hirelings. 
But {till they affected to reverence the King, 
and ſpoke very honourably of him. Not long: 5 
A few months after, they treated him in the 


- ſame manner they had done his Miniſters and 
- his Parliament. 


5 Matters pail” now, i was 1 in 
"ſulitzene forwardneſs, an Aſſociation was 
formed between the Northern and Southern 
Colonies, bott took up arms, and conſtituted 
a Supreme Power, which they termed The Con- 
eſs. But til] they affirmed, their whole De- 
ſign was to ſecure their Liberty: And even 
to inſinuate, -that they aimed at any thing 
more, was ſaid to be quite cruel and unjuſt. 
But in a little time they threw off the alk. 
and boldly aſſerted. their own Independency. 
; Accordingly, Dr. Wiitbei ſpoon, Preſident of the 
| College in New Jerſey, in his Addreſs to the 
© Congreſs, (added to a F,; aſt-Sermon, publiſhed 

555 by him, Auguſt 3d, 1776) uſes the following 
Words: * It appears now, in the cleareſt man- 
e ner, that till very lately, thoſe who ſeemed 

"6c to take the part of A in the Britiſh 

* . e 


* 


£ 


- 


***. * — 


N 


ec mane never did 1501 On r rin- 5 : 


40 _ciples. They either did not underſtand, or 
cc were not willing to admit, the Extent of our 


6c Claim. Even the great Lord Chat ham's Bill 


« for Reconciliation, would not have been ac- 
« cepted here, and did not materially differ Jon 
: 40 what. the Miniſtry 30, have conſented . 


Here it is avowed, that their claim was. Tude- 
pendency ; and that they - -would . of, n no- 
* leſs. %%% OT a 


Nee Are 


6. By this open and avowed desection n 
and defiance | of their Mother Country. (whe- 
ther! it was defenſi ble, or not, is another queſ- 


tion ) at leaſt nine parts in ten, of their im- 


* 
o 
s C 
* 
FL 


bo 


menſe trade to Europe, Hjia, Ajrica, and other. | 


parts of America were cut off at one ſtroke. 1 


In lieu of this they gained at firſt perhaps an 


hundred thouſand pounds a year by their nu= 
merous Privateers. But even then, this was 


upon the whole, no gain at all; for they 8 
as many ſhips as they took. f Afterwards tne 
took fewer and fewer: and i in the mean time 


they loſt four or ſive millions yearly, (per- 


haps, ſix. or ſeven) which their Trade brought | 


them in. What was the neceſſary conſequence | 


of this? Why, that as the Fountain of their 85 
Wealth Was dammed up, the ſtreams of * 


muſt run lower and lower, till they were 
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wholly exhauſted, $0 that 1 Ar agg theſe | 


£4 * | 5 Pro- 1 
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| Provintes' are no 'richer than pho” pooreſt e 
We, of Scotland or Boland. be 1 1490 L 
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Wealth, till univerſal Scarcity took place, In 


a ſhort time, there was every where felt a deep 
want, not only.of the Superfluitics,, not only 
of the common Conveniencies, but even of 
the Neceſſaries of life. Wholeſome food was 
not to be procured, but at a very n 
| price. Decent Apparel was not to had, nog 
even in the large towns. Not only velvets 


and filks, and faſhionable ornaments, . 


might well be ſpared) but even Linen and 


woolen Cloaths were not o hr ee as 


* 


x} | Thus have. we. obſerved Jen of he” 
Wheels apart: On the one hand, Trade, 
Wealth, Pride, Luxury, Sloth: „and Wanton= 


"oo price nee ee 


20 \ neſs, 1 preading far and wide, theo? the. American 


| Provinces: On the other the Spirit of Inde» - 


pendency, diffuſing itſelf from North <0 South, 
Let us now obſerve how. each of theſe Wheels 
relates to, and anſwers the other: How the 
. wiſe and gracious Providence of God, uſes 
5 one to check the courſe of. the other, and even 


employs ( AH ſo ſtrong an expreſſion. . .may: be 


allowed) Satan to- .caſt out Satan |. Probably 
"ak ſubtle Spirit Ws * adding to all thoſe 


5 other 


a> Pe” 


3 lden, ihe ſpirit of Independeney, to have | 


| 21 - - overturned the whole work of God, as well as 5 


the Briiiſb Government in North America. But 
He that ſitteth in heaven laughed him to 3 
and took the wiſe in his own craftineſs. By 
means of this very ſpirit there is reaſon to be- 


lieve, God er overturn med an ener 15 
Gat work. St FAG er Ha é 
a We 5M * s by u 45 IR out 
of this ſpirit, in open- defiance of the Brit: th 
Government, an effectual check was given to 
the Trade of thoſe Colonies. They them- 
ſelves, by a wonderful ſtroke of Policy, threw | 
up the whole trade of their Mother-Country a 
and all its Dependencies !. Made an Act, That 
no Briti iſh Ship ſhould enter into any of their 
Harbours! Nay, they fitted out numberleſs 
Privateers, which ſeized. upon all the Briti/h 
Ships they could find. The King's Ships 
ſeized an equal number of their's. 80 their 
foreign trade too was brought almoſt to no- 
thing. Their Riches died away with their 
Trade. Eſpecially as they had no Internal 
Reſources. The flower of their youth, before 
employed in Huſbandry, being now drawn off 
"into their armies, ſo that the moſt fruitful 
lands were of no uſe, none being left to till 
the ground. And when Wealth fled away, 
"ym before ee ſo did Plenty too: 


2 e FT a "—_— 


PL 


Abita of all things N luce i d £1 
ou of all things. 5 e 


10. The Wheel now Api to move within 
* Wheel. The Trade and Wealth of the 
Americans failing, the grand incentives of Pride 
failed alſo: for few admire or flatter the Poor. 


*R 


And being deſerted by moſt of their admirers, 
they did not altogether ſo much admire them- 
ſelves. Eſpecially when they found, upon the 
trial, that they had grievouſly | miſcalculated 
their own ſtrength ; which they had made no 
_ would be fufficient to carry all before 
1 true, many of them fil exalted 
3 3 but others: were 7 and 7 : 
Sumbled. 1 


1 5 1 75 Poverty and: he 1 upon 
it, ſtruck ſtill more directly at the root of their 
Luxury, There was no place now for that im- 
moderate Superfluity either of Food or Appa- 
rel. They ſought no more, and could ſeldom 
obtain ſo much as plain food, ſufficient to ſuſ- 
tain nature. And they were content if they 
could procure coarſe apparel, to keep them clean 
and warm. Thus they were reduced to the 
| fame condition their Forefathers were in, when 
the Providence of God brought them into this 
Country. They were nearly in the ſame out- 
ward circumſtances. Happy, if they were like- 
wiſe in a the ſame ſpirit ! f 


12: Poverty 


Aer 


= 13. Poverty 05 Want Wer the root wi A / 
=. ' Sloth alſo. - It was now no time to fay, A little EY 
b more /leep, a little more Number, a little more "folding : = 

e the hands to reſt. If a man would not work 13 

= now, it was plain, he could not eat. All the 

FF pains he could take were little enough to pro” 

eure the bare neceſſaries of life: Seeing, on. 

the one hand, ſo few of them remained ; their 


=: dcn armies: having ſwept away all before them: 
= And, on the other, what remained bore ſo bigh 


. A Pr ice, that pion: PO Were os to beats 1 
A ; 
13. « Thus by: the le "PETRI of IN 
God, the main bindrances of this work are 55 
removed. And in how wonderful a manner f Fo | 


Such as it never could have entered into the 
1 Heart of man to conceive. ' Thoſe hindrances | 

: | hal” been growing up and continually increaſ- 
0 ing for many years. What God foreſaw- | 
| wh prove the Remedy, grew up with the 
Difeaſe : and, when the Diſeaſe was come to "ns 
its height, eg only began to operate. RY 
menſe Trade, Wealth, and Plenty begot and 11 
nouriſhed proportionable Pride, and Luxury, 53 
and Sloth, and Wantonneſs. Meantime the — 
fame ade; Wealth, and Plenty, begot = 8 s 
1 nourifhed the Spirit of Tndependency. Who 1 
1 Wal "have ! We. this evil Diſeaſe 
WW 


1 j 
v4 — 


RY J 


"TL 


| would lay 4 foatduticn for the Ein of all hi 
reſt? And yet ſo it was. For this Spirit How: 
come to maturity, and diſdaining alk reſtraint; 

is now ſwiftly deſtroying the Trade; 11 
Wealth, and Plenty, whereby it was nouriſh- 
ed, and thereby makes way for the happy re- 
turn of Humility, Temperance, Induſtry, and 
Chaſtity. Such unſpeakable Good does the 
aN-wiſe God bring out of all this evil! 80 does 
the feertencſs of man, of thè Americans, turn to his 


" praiſe, in a very. different ſenſe TOW what Dr. | | 
"RE FOR * e | 


414. May we not Scene "Re dah in e 
grand ſcene of Providence one wheel anſwers to 


the other ? The Spirit of Tndependency, which, 
Sur Poet ſo juſtly terme 


f > 
- N , * * 
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vc The glorious fault of Anil and of God" „ 


C 


(that is in plain terme, of Devils) Yew Fea 
which ſo many call Liberty, is over- ruled by 
the Juſtice and Merey of God, firſt to r 
thoſe crying ſins; and afterwards to Real: them. 
He puniſhes them by Poverty, coming as an 
armed man, and over- running the land; byʒ 
uch ſcarcity as has hardly been known there 
for an hundred years paſt; by Want of every 
kind, even of neceſſary Cloathing, even of 
STE: eat. But * what intent does he 


94. de 
2 1 ? - wt 2 


- 


"IT 


: 3 to "ork POR that Mercy. may. rejoice- ods: 4 
et, Judgment. He puniſhes, that he may amend : 

that he may firſt make them ſenſible of their 

fins, which any one that has eyes to ſee may 


read in their Puniſhment: and then bring 


them back to the ſpirit of their forefathers, 
the ſpirit of Humility, Temperance, Induſtry, 
Chaſtity : yea, and a General Willingneſs to 


bear and receive the Word, which i is able to 
ſave their ſouls. O the depth, both of the wiſdom 


and knowledge of God! How unſearchable are his 
Judgments ! Aud his ways s pA finding out {= Unleſs 
ſo far as they are revealed in his Word and ex- 74 

: Maney by hisP rovidence . F 4 TSS . > LF 8 


Tits: # From theſe we learn that the Spiritual 
Bleſſings are what God principally intends in 
all theſe ſevere Diſpenſations. He intends 
: they ſhould all work together, for the deſtruc- | 
tion of Satan's kingdom, and the promotion 
of the kingdom of his dear Son; that they 
ſhould. all miniſter to the general ſpread of 5 
righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt. But after the inhabitants of theſe Pro- 
VMinces are brought again to ſcet the kingdom of 1 
Sul and bis rigbreouſueſs, there can be nd doubt, 


but all other things, all temporal Bleſſings will be 


edded unto them. He will-ſend thro? all the hap- 
py land, with all the Neceſſaries and Conyeni- 


bh * of Life, not. ene. (which would 5 
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be no. n but an web curſe, Math to 
them and their Children) but Liberty, real, 
legal Liberty! which is an unſpeakable Bleſ- 

- fing. He will ſuperadd to Chriſtian Liberty, ER 
Liberty from Sin, true Civil Liberty; a Li- 
berty from Oppreflion "0 every kind; from » 4 
illegal Violence; a D erty to enjoy their jp - 778 
Lives, their Perſons and their Property: in 
a word, a Liberty to be governed in all hides + © 1 
dy the Laws of their Country. They wl! 
again enjoy true Briti % Liberty, fuch as they — 
enjoyed before theſe commotions: Neither 
leſs, nor more than they have enjoyed, fm 
their firſt Settlement in America : Neither leſs {1.28 
nor more than is now enjoyed by the inha- 3 
bitants of their Mother Country, If their © > 
Motder Country had ever deſigned to deprive. FW 
them of this, ſhe might have done it long ago: © 
And that this was never done, is a demonſtra- 0 | jt 99 : 5 
tion, that it was never intended. But God 9 
eme this ſtrange tread. of 1 imaginary evils 4} 1 ' "FP 

to ſpread over all the people, that he might 
| have: mercy upon all, that he might do good. 
to all, by ſaving them from the bondage of _ i 
fin, 0 bringing them into the glorious Li. 1 
TA of the URN God. „ : HE 
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